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: From the Editors

FROM THE EDITORS
Disease occasionally shapes the contours of civilization. From the "Black Death" to AIDS,
incurable contagion has created panic and affected social patterns. In 1887, Florida was hit by
one of the periodic epidemics of yellow fever that ravaged the state’s population. Eirlys Barker
traces the reactions of Floridians to the "Sneaky, Cowardly Enemy" by focusing on Tampans’
efforts to deal with this crisis. Her article won the 1985 Tampa Bay History Essay Contest.
John S. Otto recreates the days of "Open-Range Cattle-Ranching in South Florida." With few
written sources to draw on, he uses a Hardee County rancher to bring alive a bygone, era.
Stephen Kerber suggests some other sources for bringing the early years of this state’s history to
life in his’ study of the "P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History."
The photographic essay by Milly St. Julien traces the evolution of public education over the
past century. The revealing photographs in Part I of this two-part essay suggest that Florida’s
educational system has experienced extensive change. One of the most significant changes in
higher education in southwest Florida was initiated thirty years ago when the state legislature
authorized the establishment of the University of South Florida in Tampa. Mrs. Grace Allen,
wife of USF’s first president John Allen, recalls the excitement of those early days of planning
and building.
With this issue, Tampa Bay History completes its eighth year of publication. Financial
conditions, including dramatic increases in printing and mailing costs, have forced some
changes. We have always been and will remain a non-profit journal. However, the long-delayed
time for an increase in subscription rates has arrived. Renewals and new subscriptions will now
cost $15.00 per year.
If Tampa Bay History is to continue, readers need to show their support by renewing
subscriptions with the recognition that the journal depends on subscribers to survive. The editors
have appreciated your collective support and encouragement over the past eight years and look
forward to continued cooperation.
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